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How to Create a new Virtual Machine
in Microsoft Virtual PC

Creating a new Virtual Machine is the first part in the process of running a Virtual
Computer in Microsoft Virtual PC. The second part is the actual installation of the Guest
Operating System within the new Virtual Machine. This tutorial walks you through the
steps to create a new Virtual Machine in Microsoft Virtual PC.

Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Welcome to the New Virtual Machine
wWizard

This wizard helps yvou create and configure a new wirtual
machine or add an existing wirtual machine to the Yirtual PC
Console,

The wirtual machine configuration is stored in a .wmc file.

To continue, click Mext,

MEHH |[ Cancel ]

When you start Virtual PC for the first time, or when you select “New Virtual Machine
Wizard” from the File drop down menu, you will be presented with the Welcome screen
shown here. Just click Next.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Options —_—
You can creake a new virtual machine or add an existing one to the Yirkual PC E
Console,

Select an option;

(¥)Ereate a virtual machine;

This option guides you through the basic configurations necessary for creating a
new virtual rmachine.

(1 Use defaulk settings ko create a virtual machine

You can automatically create a L wmc File with default settings. The resulting virtual
machine will ok have a wirtual hard disk associated with ik, so you will have to
select one using the Settings dialog.

() add an existing virtual machine
ou can add a wirtual machine to the Wirtual PC Console from existing .wmc Files.

[ ¢ Back ” Hest » ][ Cancel ]

You will be presented with an Options screen, with the “Create a virtual machine” radio
button pre-selected. If this is your first Virtual Machine, then you must chose “Create a
virtual machine”.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Yirtual Machine Mame and Location —
The name vou specify will appear in the list of virtual machines in the Virtual PC E

Consale.

Type the name For the virtual machine file, Choose a name that will help vou identify this
virtual maching's hardware or saftware configuration or which operating system it will Fun,
The file is automatically saved to the My Yirtual Machines Folder. To save it to a different
location, use the Browse bukban,

Mame and |ocation:

CAFCCIMy Wirkual Machines\Fedora Core 4 .wmic | [ Browse, .,

[ ¢ Back ” Hest > ][ Cancel ]

You will select the Virtual Machine Name and Location. The location will default to

My Virtual Machines within your my Documents folder. Where you install your Virtual
Machine is up to you. The Virtual Machine in this example is being installed in
C:\FCCJ\My Virtual Machines.

The name of the Virtual Machine is also up to you. In this example, the Virtual Machine
name is Fedora Core 4.vmc. Do not change the “.vmc” filename extension.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Operating System —_—
Select the operating syskem wou plan ko install on this virtual machine, E

Selecting an operating system here allows the wizard bo recommend appropriate
settings for this wirtual machine, If the desired guest operating system is not listed,
select an operating system that requires an equivalent amaount of memory or seleck
Cther.

Qperakting syskerm:

ST

[ ¢ Back ” Hest » ][ Cancel ]

You will have to select the type of Operating System that the new Virtual Machine will
run. The default is MS-DOS. You will select Other.
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Mew Yirtual Machine Wizard
Memory —_—
You can configure the RAM on this virkual machine, E

To improve the performance of this virtual machine and run more applications on its
operating system, increase the amount of RAM allocated to it, To leave more RAM For
ather wirtual machines on waur syskem, use the recommended FAM allacation,

Recommended RAM: [125 ME]

Allocake RAM For this virtual machine by
() Using the recommended RAM
(%) adjusting the RAM

Set the RAM For this virtual machine:

J - | 320 | mg
4 ME B16 MB

[ ¢ Back ” Hest » ][ Cancel ]

You will select the amount of Memory that your Virtual Machine will consume. The
default is (usually) 128 MB. The upper limit of memory (816 MB in this example) will
vary depending on the real memory that is installed on your computer. This setting may
require further adjustment depending on the amount of real memory that is installed on
your computer. In this example, 320 MB of memory is initially being set for this Virtual
Machine.

Regardless of what value you select here, you may need to further adjust the Memory
after the Virtual Machine is installed.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Yirtual Hard Disk Ophtions —_—
Before wou can install an operating system on this wirtual machine, wou must add E
a new or existing wirtual hard disk ko ik,

& wirtual hard disk is a .whd file that is stored on yvour physical hard disk and is used ko
contain the guest operating system, applications, and data files,

The First virtual hard disk wou create or select For your virkual machine is called Hard Disk:
1 in Settings and is the startup disk.

Do you want bo use:

() an existing virtual hard disk,
(%in mew virtual hiard disl

[ ¢ Back ” Hest » ][ Cancel ]

You will have to chose whether you want to use a existing virtual hard disk or a new
virtual hard disk for your Virtual Machine. If this is your first Virtual Machine that you
are creating, you must select a new virtual hard disk.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Virtual Hard Disk Location —_—
This wizard creates a dyvnamically expanding virtual hard disk with a default size, E

Type a name for the new virtual hard disk, Unless you specify a different location, the
wirtual hard disk, file will automatically be saved in the same location as the wirtual
rmachine canfiguration File,

Mame and location:

CAFCC Iy Yirtual Machines\Fedora Core 4 Hard Disk.vwhd | [ Browse. ..

To learn more about the different bypes of virkual hard disks, see Wirtual PC Help, For
adwanced virtual hard disk aptions, use the Yirtual Disk, ‘Wizard.

[ ¢ Back ” Hest » ][ Cancel ]

You must select your new Virtual Hard Disk Location. By default, the Wizard will offer
to create a Virtual Hard Disk in the same folder that you selected when you created your
Virtual Machine location. Regardless of where you install your Virtual Hard Disk, do not
change the “.vhd” filename extension.
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Mew Virtual Machine Wizard

Completing the New Virtual Machine
Wizard

¥ou have successfully completed the Mew Virtual Machine
wWizard, Your virkual machine will be creaked with the Following

attributes:
Mame: Fedora_Core_4
Memary': 320 ME

Wirkual hard disk:  Fedora_Core_4 Hard Disk. ...

To close the wizard and creake this wirtual machine, click,
Finish.

[ < Back “ Firizh |[ Cancel ]

You will then see the Completing the New Virtual Machine Wizard screen, at which
point you can just Finish the wizard.
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Now that you have created your new Virtual Machine, you still have a few more screens
within your Virtual Machine that must be configured. Locate the Microsoft Virtual PC
icon within your All Programs menu, and start Microsoft Virtual PC. You be presented
with the Virtual PC Console.

& Virtual PC Console
File Action Help

Fedora_Core_4

Mot running

Settings

Remove

Start |

Click the Settings button, and begin the configuration or the remaining Settings.
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Settings for Fedora Core 4

Setting Current Yalue } Display

| 1] File Mame Fedora_Core ¢

@@ Memory %50 ME [ ] Always skart this virbual machine in Full-screen

rode

g Hard Disk 1 Fedora_Core_4 Hard Di... e o ;

2 Hard Disk 2 None Wirtual machine window resizing options:

e Hard Disk 3 Mone I_I::Ee guest operaking svskem screen resofies

,f# Undo Disks Disabled [ ] Hide wirtual machine menu bar

!;:.-} COYOVD Drrive Secondary controller e ot irietiFes et

k=l Floppy Disk Auto detected LG S Bl s S

B comt Mone

¥ comz Mone

et Mane

=M Mebwarking Netwaork adapters: 1

2, sound Enabled

) Mouse Mo poinker integration Yirtual machine window resizing options kake effect only

(751 shared Folders Mot installed after Wirkual Machine Additions is installed.

ﬁ Displ Default

(@] cClose Shiw message

[ Ok ][ Cancel ]

Start by selecting the Display setting. Here, “Use guest operating system screen
resolution” has been selected. You may have to adjust this setting to achieve satisfactory
performance.
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Settings for Fedora_Core_4

Setting Current Value = Nebwarking
| 1] File Marne Fedora_Care ¢ T
@@ Mermary 250 ME Mumber of network adapters: E :|
e Hard Disk 1 Fedora_Core_4 Hard Di... .
Y 1 gdapter 1; | ; [
g Hard Disk 2 Mone iShareu:l nebworking (MAT) bt
g Hard Disk 3 Mone Adapter 2:

# Undo Disks Disabled
{+3 CD/DYD Drive secondary controller Adapter 3
k=l Floppy Disk Auta detected Bitlaphar 4:
5§ com Mane
¥ comz Mane
et Mane
W etworking Metwork adapters:1
@ Sound Disabled

' Mouse Mo poinker integration You can select the number of nebwork adapters vou
[ Shared Folders Mot installed want ko have on this virtual machine, You can then

. select which netwaork, adapter From the physical

' Display Default ! gl
N computer will be used for netwark communication with
@ Close Show message each virtual adapter, You can also select o use the local

netwark ar, For the Firsk adapter, the shared netwark.

[ Ok ][ Cancel ]

You must configure the Networking. Here, “Shared networking (NAT)” has been
selected. This is probably what you want. This will allow your new Virtual Machine to
act as an internal DHCP client within your real Windows XP host operating system.

Other options will allow you to set a static IP for your new Virtual Machine. If you use a
static IP, it must be different than the IP that is assigned to your guest Windows XP
operating system.
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- Local Area Connection Properties

General | Authentication | Advanced |

Connect using:

ES IntellF) PROA000MT Mebwork Con

Thiz connection uzes the following items:

% Client for Microzoft Metworks -

I irtual M achine Metwork Services

.% File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Metworks b |
Bl 305 Packet Scheduler ¥

i
[ Inztall... ] [ Uninztall ] [ Froperties ]

Drezcription
Provides netwaorking zuppart far Microgoft virtual machines.

Show icon in notification area when connected
Matify me when thiz connection haz limited or no connechivity

[ OF. ][ Cancel ]

Last, check the Windows XP Local Area Connection Properties. You should see a new
Connection for the Virtual Machine Network Services. Make sure that it is checked.

That’s It! At this point, your new Virtual Machine is created, and it is ready for you to

install the Guest Operating System!
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